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'i’he (^uiet Canadian's War .... 

Hoom 3603, by H. Mr)iilgoinerv Hyde. New 
York; Farrar, Slraus & Co. 257 pp. $4.50. 

World War 1] was tought on many wide- 
Ouiig battle fronts, but one of the strangest 
campaigns wa.s waged from an unobtrusive 
headguarters in I.'ock.. feller Cejiter, New 
'fork. Here in iiiid-lSlO, under the somewhat 
iprosa'' name ot; Britisli Security Coordina- 
tion, established tlic nucleus of an in- 
telligence orgamr.alion that was to play an 
outstanding role in the war against the Axis 
The avowed purpo.se of the organization 
was to collect ;;uonnat;i.n on enemy activi- 
ties aimed a, gainst the continuariee of Brit- 
ain’s war effort and to plan appropriate 
1 i)untermeysures. f rom hitherto secret file.s, 
-dr. Hyde — who [icld a key position in the 
1!SC organization — has woven a book of fas- 
cinating iiitere.st. 

To bead up this unique organization Brit- 
l:-h iUfhigcncE chose a Canadian business 
man, li.'.lliiun Stephenson. A much-decorated 
lightjr pilot of World \far I, Mr. Stephenson 
had become a milliouaiie by the time he wa.s 
thii-jf:/ Obviou.sly an organizing genius, he set 
•c.bjilt recruiting a grouii of experts in many 

• working iiaitoii v.-dh J. Edgar Hoover, 
I'fff’. ol the Federal Bnreciu of Inve.stigation, 
■ffs cstfiblislu.’d, though it would appear that 
tirst Ml. Hoover entertained certain res- 
ervations about BSC. Mr. Ste-phenson found 
yrii great ally and kindred spirit in the per- 
/ eon of General Donovan, who was later to 
bead the OSS. To their associates Big Bill 
Donovan and I.itllc Bib Stephenson were a 
^ Temarkablc combination. 


Mr. Stephenson, it appoaie. w'as able to 
rhanne! a wealth of vital information to 
General Dnnocan and in the formative stage.', 
of OSS to pim ide a grt.d deal of the train- 
ing proprui ! '0 equip agents for secret mi.s- 
ions in ni; n; part.-; of ilie world. Through 
^ enerul D.ii.!.-\<i.i Picridcnl Roosevelt was 
1 j- nislie'l v,;li iiiuclt eu the secret data 
b’. ii inti'ihgencc .source.'-. How 

l« , nplctciv d.. .^:^.cric . '1 President tri.-,tod 
; S'--; ;wr.^ r mdiv- id I -y the fact that 

j ) . N(v.- Z. '. ."f,. i,' ...(iq .JarufS with 

[■ I pcci. 1 II .-liii’c cvhui. cna't. tl Mr. Stc- 
il luti. o. m s'.r.J to L/i. lim n .a , iccret tek- 


... By Charles W. E. Morrls^^^^ 

gram: “Japanese negotiations off. Servlcosi 
expect action within two weeks." 


Prior to Pearl Harbor BScT agents appre- 


bended two Japanese spies with incriminai'*. 
ing documents about American naval bases i' 
in their possession, BSC also gave the FBI" 
the tip resulting in the aiyest of a Japanese* 
spy in 1044, through an interception by the 
Bermuda censors. 

Another of the notable triumphs of BSC 
was the disclosure that the Vichy govern- 
ment embas.sy in the United States was a 
clique of agents aiding the Nazis. One of 
ESC’s most successful operatircs was a, 
woman of remarkable ability and daring, 
w’ho succeeded in obtaining tlie texts of 
nearly all the telegrams received or dis- 
patched from the Vichy embassy, and who 
also secured the keys to both the French and 
Italian naval ciphers. Posses.sion of the Ital- 
ian naval cipher enabled the British to an- 
t.cipale Italian fleet movements and resulted 
m tlie re-sounding victory at Cape Matapan. 

A > / 

For some months prior to American entry, 
into the war, Mr. Stephenson through trusted 
intermediaries had been supplying the power- 
ful short wave station WRUL in Boston with 
covert British propaganda which was broad-, 
cast in some 22 languages. After Pearl Har- 
bor it became a ke,y factor in General Dono- 
van's political warfare activities. Also by 
judiciously leaking information to two lead- 
ing syndicated columnists Steplicnson was 
enabled to reach n'lllllons of Americans who 
regularly read their columns or listened to 
their broadcasts. 

Though lacking the cloak-and-d,u,t[er ap- 
proach, ••Room 3603” is as engi-atiing as 
a whodunit. Inferentlally the more tV'blure- 
some aspects of some of the missliis are 
briefly touched on. ’i 

Perhaps William Stephenson’s contribution 
to the war effort was admirably sumt>ed up 
ill a letter from the Hon. David Bruce,' United 
States Amba.ssador to Great Britain,! w'ho 
wrote: "His American friend, the late fJen- 
eral William J. Donovan, die! not exagiWatc 
w hen he .said that British Security CooMbna- 
lion was built Irom nothing into the grel\ cst 
•-•ccret intelligence and operations orgriiVa- 
tion that has ever existed anywhere." It was 
indeed a lUtin,g tribute to the "quiot i^Va- 
naiian." V . 
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